




Covered Risk 2(c) ALTA Owner’s and Loan Policies – A defect in the Title caused 
by – 

2021 Form

We exclude this coverage with standard exception 4.  
 

4.  Any encroachment, encumbrance, violation, variation, or adverse 
circumstance affecting the Title that would be disclosed by an accurate and 
complete land survey of the Land.
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Presentation Notes
 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are 37 principal meridians in the United States.











Examples:

The NW ¼ of the NW ¼ of Section 15, 
Township 5 South, Range 2 West, Willamette 
Meridian.

The SE ¼ of the NW ¼ of Section 15, 
Township 5 South, Range 2 West, Willamette 
Meridian.



Government Lots
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METES AND BOUNDS DESCRIPTION : Intro

Meaning
 Metes: Measurements

 Bounds: the boundary meaning adjoiners, water courses, roads . . . .

Point of Commencement AKA Point of Beginning: Optional

Point of Beginning AKA True Point of Beginning: A Must!

Closure: Also a must,
 Except for strip descriptions

Format – 
 POB; thence B & D to a point;
thence B & D . . . ; thence B & D to the
POB.



POC (or POB)

POB (TPOB) B 
D

B 
D

Example



BEARING-direction given by an angular measurement from north or south to east or west.

OA  N 70 E

OB  S 35 E

OC  S 15 W

OD  N 80 W

Degree minutes second

Eg. N 82* 32’ 58” W

60 minutes per degree

60 second per minute

Azimuth – Alternative angular measurement.
Starts at North goes counterclockwise around
360 degrees.

Eg. An Azimuth of 280 degree = N 80 W 
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Curve Geometry

Key to the curve: use the long chord
The long chord is a line defined by bearing and distance.  
Typically, the long chord is set off in a parenthetic.

Example: thence a tangent 
curve to the left, having a 
radius of blah blah blah (with a 
long chord of S 89 W for 87.20 
ft) blah blah blah;
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Funny Legals





Legal Description Based on Area – North 10 acres
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Lot and Block Description

Partition Plat: 2 or 3 parcels.  ORS 92.010(6).

Subdivision: 4 or more lots.  ORS 92.010(16).

Eg. Parcel 3, Partition Plat No. 1998-166, filed October 26, 1998, Multnomah County Records   
Eg. Lot 8, Edgefield District, recorded April 11, 2008, as instrument number 2008-055574

(Washington Short Plat – four or fewer lots within the Urban Growth Boundary and 
nine or fewer outside the UGB)







Unsurveyed Parcels
ORS 92.055 Requirements for unsurveyed and unmonumented parcels on plats. (1) A parcel 
larger than 10 acres that is created outside an urban growth boundary is not required to be 
surveyed and monumented and shall comply with the following:

 (a) The approximate acreage of each unsurveyed parcel shall be shown; and
 (b) Any unsurveyed parcel shall have the words “unsurveyed” placed in bold letters 

adjacent to the parcel number.
 (2) Unsurveyed parcels need not comply with ORS 92.050 (5), (7) and (8). [1995 c.382 §2; 

1999 c.1018 §2; 2005 c.399 §6]

Factors to consider when asked to insure unsurveyed parcels?
• Survey exception on the policy?
• How does the description align with adjoining properties?
• Is the subject property bare land?  What about adjoining properties?

Legal description – Unsurveyed Parcel No. ___ of Partition Plat ____ recorded . . . 

Exception – Any uncertainty as to the actual location of the boundary lines of Unsurveyed 
Parcel ___ of Partition Plat ___ recorded ___.



Funny Legals
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